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Kate Bain

Global Program Officer for the Virtual English Language Educator Program, Office of English Language
Programs, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC

English Language Fellow Alumna (Barranquilla, Colombia, 2012-2014)

Kate has an MA in Reading Education from Towson University in Maryland and a BA in ESL Education from
the University of Northwestern in Minnesota. Kate began her career teaching and mentoring teachers in
the U.S. K-12 public school system of Baltimore City, Maryland, and has also taught at the community
college, undergraduate, and graduate student level. Kate is married and lives on a small farm outside of
Washington, DC with three daughters and too many pets and chickens.

Elizabeth Basok

English Language Fellow, The University of Warmia and Mazury, Olsztyn, Poland

Elizabeth currently teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in English for Specific Purposes and
General English. Prior to this role, she spent two years working remotely with English language learners
in two regions of Ukraine and served as a Virtual Service Pilot Peace Corps Volunteer supporting
Ukrainian educators. Elizabeth has previously worked at The Ohio State University and attended The
University of Texas at San Antonio.

Kayode Brown

English Language Fellow, Non-Commissioned Officers Academy (NCOA), Language Training Center at
Military Science (LTC), and Military Officer Training Faculty of the National University of Public Service
(NUPS), Szentendre, Hungary

Kayode is a licensed TESOL educator with experience teaching English in the United States, Europe, and
Asia. He has worked with learners of all ages, supported K-12 multilingual students in Hawaii, and
prepared candidates for IELTS and Cambridge exams.

Angela M Dadak

English Language Fellow, European Humanities University, Vilnius, Lithuania

Angela holds an MATESOL and a PhD in English Studies and has worked with English language students,
teachers, and professionals across four continents. Currently, Angela teaches courses in academic, legal,
and professional English at the European Humanities University in Vilnius, Lithuania. Prior to coming to
the Baltics, she worked in American University’s Writing Studies Program, where she specialized in
second-language writing (undergraduate, graduate, professional, and faculty training). Her current areas
of research and teaching interest include critical language awareness, linguistic landscapes, student
motivation, and faculty development. She has a passion for critical language awareness and intercultural
understanding/exchanges.



Stuart Hemphill

English Language Fellow, Moldova State University, Chisinau, Moldova

Stuart has been teaching ESL/EFL for over 20 years. He has worked in myriad contexts, including China,
South Korea, Japan, Laos, Hungary, and New York City. He specializes in teacher training and test
preparation. He is currently an English Language Fellow in Moldova where he teaches ESP to Law and
International Relations students. He holds a Master’s in TESOL from Arizona State University.

Jean Kirschenmann

English Language Fellow, University of Jan Kochanowski, Kielce, Poland

Successfully learning a second language on a small Pacific Island steered Jean toward graduate school
and a career in ELT at Hawaii Pacific University (HPU) in Honolulu with occasional breaks teaching in
elementary schools in Romania and Micronesia, high schools in Japan, and universities in China and
Japan. In addition, she has taught courses and conducted workshops for pre- and in-service teachers
from around the world, frequently focused on teaching English to children and youth. She is enjoying her
year as a Fellow in Kielce, Poland, along with new adventures, challenges, and growth—both personal
and professional.

Garrett Larson

English Language Fellow, ELTE Savaria Egyetemi Kézpont Campus, Szombathely, Hungary

Garrett is an experienced English language educator and curriculum designer with over 12 years of
experience across primary, secondary, and university settings. He most recently worked as a learning
designer for an education technology company, creating data-informed English language learning
curricula. He holds an MA in Linguistics from the University of lowa and a PhD in Applied Linguistics from
Northern Arizona University.

Tara Seekins

English Language Fellow, Municipal Education Support Center, Opole, Poland

Tara Seekins is a teacher and school leader from the San Francisco Bay Area. She has served as a lecturer
in the Graduate School of Education at the University of California, Berkeley and as a writing teacher in
the college program at San Quentin State Prison. She completed Fulbright fellowships in China and India.
Tara received her Master’s degree and Doctorate degree from the University of California, Berkeley. As
an English Language Fellow, Tara taught at the University of Rzeszéw last year and currently teaches at
the Municipal Education Support Center in Opole.

M. Joe Walther

English Language Fellow, Daugavpils University, Daugavpils, Latvia

A lifelong educator with nearly 30 years of experience, Joe has taught in public schools, universities, and
corporate training centers, and has worked in university-level pre-service and in-service TESOL programs.
He has led teacher training workshops and developed curricula in Fiji, Tajikistan, Turkiye, Uzbekistan, and
the Baltics. A former social studies teacher, Joe approaches language education through the lenses of
culture, critical thinking, and creativity. He values collaboration, reflection, and humor as essential
elements of both effective teaching and meaningful learning.



